GOAL

To develop the
technological landscape in
Fiji and encourage more
people to use the Internet

for effective communication.

Rishan Grounder, Fiji
Trans Pacific Union
Graduate
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DISTANCE LEARNING

| n the last few years, the technological landscape in Fiji has
improved dramatically to become more advanced, clearly seenin
the increasingly widespread adoption of broadband. Broadband
networks are now able to provide more affordable Internet options
for their users. Network development in Fiji was relatively slow
moving before the inception of the Cisco Networking Academy,
and technology support crew were mostly trained without any
hands-on experience.

Students are taught practical networking skills at the Cisco
Networking Academy, developing the proficiency that makes them
much sought-after by organizations upon graduation. Rishan
Grounder is one such graduate who has helped to grow technol ogy
expertise in Fiji, with Cisco’s various training modules. I had
very little knowledge of networking before | enrolled in the Cisco
Networking Academy. But | am now a Computer and Network
Engineer, thanks to the Academy’ s training,” said a beaming
Rishan.

Rishan’s knowledge of networking was limited to a Computer
Science networking course provided through his university before
he attended courses by Cisco. However, heis quick to defend his
University experience, “It provided me with very good theoretical
knowledge that complemented the practical knowledge that | gained
in the Academy, enhancing my overall learning experience,”
Rishan shared.

Although it was areal challenge having to juggle his day job,
University and the Cisco Academy, Rishan recollects histimein
the Academy with much fondness. He mentions in particular the
lab sessions that involve working with real networks. These enable
participants to have hands-on experiences with actual problems
that could crop up in daily networking. Rishan recalled his most
memorable experience, saying, “It isthrough the mistakes we make
that really allow usto learn. Instructors were also always on hand
to assist and guide us.”
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The establishment of the Cisco Networking Academy looks to advance
technology in Fiji even further, as interested individuals have more access
to professional certification. This helpsthem adequately develop networking
skills, and as Rishan says, “Best of all, the application of this practical
knowledge does not require any prerequisites." This means that even
people with no prior experience of networking can take up courses, with
Cisco fully supporting the training process of these networking professionals
in the making.

Fiji is one of the more connected nations across the Pacific, with access
to the Internet via broadband. In comparison to other island nationsin
the vicinity, networking and connection costs cost far less in Fiji than the
neighboring Pacific Islands, which use satellite links for Internet. Since
working with Trans Pacific Union, Rishan has managed to put his
knowledge to good use, applying what he has learnt practically and solving
real networking problems. Specializing in network infrastructures, Rishan
maintains WANS, VPNSs, firewalls and individual LANs all across the
Pacific region, including several offshore island nations.

As advanced technical support becomes available with more professionals
trained by the Cisco Networking Academy, people living in the surrounding
Pacific Islands will have the opportunity for greater and more cost-effective
methods of communication and of connecting to the Internet.

Technology in Fiji has become more advanced over the years, and
with the Cisco Networking Academy now setting up shop on the
island, the technological landscape will continue seeing great growth.
Individuals learn practical experience that will help ready them for
a career of supporting networks throughout the Pacific Islands, as
people are exposed to the possibility of more effective and convenient
communication via the Internet.



